The Catholic University of
America Faculty Assembly
A BRIEF HISTORY

• The Faculty Assembly of The Catholic University of America
was founded in 1966 in response to general faculty
concerns about governance at the University.
• The Faculty Assembly became more active in the wake of
University’s 1967 decision not to reappoint Father Charles
Curran, a professor in the School of Theology and Religious
Studies, over his position on Humanae Vita
• Then as now, the Faculty Assembly formed as a way for
faculty to discuss their concerns about tenure and
academic freedom
• The Faculty Assembly also advocated for a stronger faculty
role in choosing the new Rector (President) of CUA

• By the early 1970s, however, the role of the Faculty
Assembly had expanded beyond the issue of Fr. Curran’s
dismissal
• The organization re-convened at various points during the
1970s (and 1980s?) whenever faculty concerns reached a
critical point
• Faculty representatives were recruited from across the
various Schools of the University
• By-laws were revised in 1976

• Issues discussed and addressed by the Faculty Assembly
included issues of concern to the University as a whole…
• Tenure and academic freedom
• The financial health of the University
• The need for more female administrators and faculty
• …as well as issues related to teaching and pedagogy
• Concerns over the curriculum
• Concerns about the number of graduate students
teaching undergraduate humanities courses
• Concerns about recruitment and retention of
undergraduate and graduate students
• …and issues related to faculty well-being:
• Faculty salaries
• The employee medical insurance plan
• Tuition remission for children of faculty
• Campus security

• The Faculty Assembly regularly communicated with:
• The University President (who attended at least one
Faculty Assembly meeting)
• The University Provost
• The Academic Senate
• The Vice President for Development
• The Deans of various schools (some FA members were
Deans)
• and the concerns of the Faculty Assembly were
considered by the Board of Trustees

• The Faculty Assembly also read The Tower and
communicated with its editorial staff

• The Faculty Assembly was reconstituted on May 7, 2018 by
57 faculty members from across the Ecclesiastical,
Professional, and Academic Schools
• The reasons for the reconstitution included Faculty concerns
over tenure, academic freedom, and shared governance
in the wake of the Provost’s plan for Academic Renewal
• At our subsequent meeting on May 10, 101 faculty members
approved a new Executive Committee and By-Laws
• We work with the Academic Senate, as well as faculty and
administrators across the various Schools at CUA
• You can find much more information at
cuafacultyassembly.com.

BY-LAWS OF THE FACULTY ASSEMBLY
OF THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
Approved May 7, 2018

PROLOGUE
The heart of a university consists of its faculty. As John Henry Newman said so well, the faculty consists
of “an assemblage of learned [persons], zealous for their own sciences, and rivals for each other, for the
sake of intellectual peace adjusting together the claims and relations of their respective subjects and
investigations. They learn to respect, to consult, and to aid each other. Thus is created a pure and clear
atmosphere of thought which the student also breathes.”
To provide a forum for discussion and to provide a means for concerted action, the ASSEMBLY OF THE
FACULTY OF THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA is hereby organized. Its aim is to bring the faculties
of the various Schools of the University together and assist them in initiating dialogue and exchange of
ideas on issues that are of interest and importance to the faculty and to the University as a whole.
I. NAME
The NAME of this body shall be “The ASSEMBLY of the Faculty of the Catholic University of America.”
II. AIMS
This ASSEMBLY envisions its role as one of service to the Catholic University of America: to aid its search
for truth and to foster its progress in excellence. To this end, the ASSEMBLY shall endeavor:
1) To consider matters of general concern to the University, deliberating upon them and
accordingly recommending to the appropriate authorities measures for the common good.
2) To stimulate and to give expression to interdisciplinary communication and collaboration
among the schools of the University.
III. MEMBERS
All full-time faculty members of the several Schools of the University qualify for membership. By
participating in a meeting or a vote or other action of the Faculty ASSEMBLY, a qualified person is
automatically admitted as a member.
IV. OFFICERS
The officers shall be a President and President-elect, who together with elected representatives from
the ecclesiastical, professional, and arts and sciences faculties, form an Executive BOARD.
The President of the ASSEMBLY and the President-elect shall be ex officio Chairperson and viceChairperson of the Executive BOARD. The Executive BOARD will elect one of its members as a Secretary
and other officers that are necessary to carry on its business.
The President shall be elected by the faculty at large the year prior to his term of office. The Presidentelect will serve as Vice-Chairperson of the Executive BOARD and shall exercise the usual functions of
such offices.
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